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Volker-M. Anton / Fritz Baumbach 
Gladiatoren ante portas 
 
A5 format, 240 pages, 
285 diagrams, 21 photos, 15 player portraits. 
Price €13.80 (plus €4.50 economy postage & packing) 

Brilliant moves and weak points of top 
players in the strongest ever CC tournament 
– “MASSOW MEMORIAL” 
Two world top players jointly have written a 
fascinating CC book: The winner of the 
strongest ever CC tournament Volker-M. 
Anton (1996-2001) and the XI. World 
Champion (1988-90) Dr. Fritz Baumbach. 

 
By occasion of his 50th anniversary and honouring the great CC Organiser 
Hans-Werner von Massow, the German CC Federation BdF invited the world 
top players to the world strongest ever CC tournament. Participants included 
both the current world champions (at the start) Michael Umansky and (at the 
end) Gert Timmerman, 6 Ex-champions and several silver and bronze medal 
winners. The list of the participants looks like the “Who´s Who” of CC. 
Brilliant and high-class games with all facets of a modern chess fight are 
awaiting the readers. The authors tell interesting as well as curious stories. They 
show the strength, but occasionally also the weaknesses of the international CC 
top players. 
The contributions are competent and accurate; they are not only attractive for 
GMs and other title-holders, but also for players of all classes and even for 
hobby players. 
The reader finds not only a collection of 105 excellent games, but a tournament 
book which differs in a pleasant manner from the “languageless” Informator 
style. Doing this, the authors could use the comments of all participants, because 
all game-winners had been obliged – to get their prize money – to write down 
their intentions and their thoughts during the games. 
Furthermore, there are many stories around the games, interesting also for 
readers without special chess knowledge, such as  

• what is the connection of the fable “The fox and the raven” with chess? 
• what is a world champion looking for in a rural drug store?  
• how large is the help of computers?  

All in all: here is a professionally prepared book, which should be a part of every 
chess library (and for all that, it´s inexpensive). 
Orders: Volker-M. Anton, Alt Fermersleben 14, D-39122 Magdeburg, Fax +49-391-
4082571, Email: vanton@t-online.de 
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